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Old Wythe Historic District
Name of Property

Hampton, VA

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private building(s)
public - Local X | district
public - State site
public - Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listing

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

2076 514 buildings
1 0 sites
1 2 structures
0 0 objects
2078 516 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling, Multiple Dwelling

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling, Multiple Dwelling

EDUCATION/School

EDUCATION/School

LANDSCAPE/Park

LANDSCAPE/Park

TRANSPORTATION/Bridge

TRANSPORTATION/Bridge

RELIGION/Church

RELIGION/Church

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

MID19" CENTURY: Greek Revival

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne, Stick, Shingle
Style

LATE 19" AND 20" CENTURY REVIVALS:
Colonial Revival, Tudor Revival, Mission/Spanish

Revival

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation: CONCRETE; BRICK

BRICK; WOOD/Weatherboard;
walls: METAL/aluminum; SYNTHETICS/Vinyl
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LATE 19" AND EARLY 20" CENTURY ASPHALT; WOOD/Shingles;

AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Prairie School, STONE/Slate; METAL/Steel,

Craftsman/Bungalow roof: SYNTHETICS

MODERN MOVEMENT: Ranch, Minimal

Traditional other:

OTHER: Folk Victorian,

Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

See continuation sheets.

Narrative Description

See continuation sheets.
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions.)
for National Register listing.)

Community Planning and Development

A Property is associated with events that have made a
X significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history.

Architecture

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

X of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant
and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1891-1957

individual distinction.

I:l D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates
1905

1933

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) o
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)
N/A

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure. Architect/Builder

Unknown

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The proposed period of significance for the Old Wythe Historic District encompasses the period from 1891 until 1957. This
is the primary period of suburban development for the district and is when the majority of buildings were constructed. It
begins with the first platting and subdivision of land by the Newport News, Hampton, and Old Point Development Company
and ends with the construction of I-64 which opened new areas for development further outside of the city and marked the
end of steady development in the district.
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Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
N/A

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

See continuations sheets.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

See continuation sheets.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

See continuation sheets.
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9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)

See continuation sheets.

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

_____preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been __x__ State Historic Preservation Office
requested) ~_ Other State agency

_____previously listed in the National Register ___ Federal agency

____previously determined eligible by the National Register _ x_Local government

___designated a National Historic Landmark ~University

~ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # _x_Other

Virginia Department of Historic Resources,

Newport News Library Virginiana Room, City

of Hampton Clerk of Courts, Library of
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository: Virginia

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey #

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): VDHR File # 114-5186

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  ~565 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 18 0379188 4096632 3 18 0377034 4095092
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2 18 0379310 4096080 4 18 0376910 4095056
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)
See continuation sheets.
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.)

See continuation sheets.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle  Jill Dowling, Tom Bodor, Amy Bolasky, Lyle Torp; with edits by Robert J. Taylor Jr.

organization The Ottery Group/Dutton + Associates date 2008/2012
street & number 3420 Morningwood Drive/812 Moorefield Park Drive telephone 301-562-1975/804-644-8290
city or town Silver Spring/Richmond state  MD/VA zip code 20910/23236

e-mail info@Dutton-Associates.com
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Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

e Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all

photographs to this map.

e Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)

or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: Old Wythe Historic District

City or Vicinity: City of Hampton

County: Independent City

Photographer: Robert J. Taylor, Jr.

Date Photographed: February — April 2012
Description of Photograph(s) and number:

See continuation sheets.

State: VA

Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Multiple owners

street & number

telephone

city or town

state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Old Wythe Historic District is a large residential area of Hampton, Virginia, on the southwest side of the
city bounded roughly by Kecoughtan Road, Hanover Street, Hampton Roads, and Pear Avenue. The historic
district is located roughly halfway between the central business districts of Hampton and Newport News, and
has been shaped by the growth and development of both of these cities. The neighborhood evolved over time
from a mix of planned and organic development and is generally composed of four early- to mid-twentieth
century residential subdivisions, the Newport News, Hampton, and Old Point Land Company developments;
Indian River Park; J.C. Robinson's developments in Wythe Crescent and Robinson Creek; and the Armstrong
Land and Improvement Company’s Hampton Roads Avenues, each with their own patterns and distinct
characteristics. Additionally, Chesapeake Avenue is lined with many grand waterfront homes constructed along
a streetcar line before the area was subdivided, and these were later incorporated into the planned developments.
The area is typical of national trends in late-nineteenth and early- to mid-twentieth century streetcar suburbs in
both architectural composition and characteristic grid pattern layouts.

SETTING

The Old Wythe Historic District was first developed in the 1880s when several large tracts of land were broken
up and sold to various land investors and speculators. This included at first, several wealthy northern
entrepreneurs who established seafood businesses and built their homes along the shore of Hampton Roads.
True suburban development began just a few years later, spurred by the growth of the nearby Newport News
railroad and shipping industries and was in full-swing by the 1930s with the massive military and government
build-up in the Hampton Roads area leading up to World War II.

The historic district stretches for nearly a mile along the shore of Hampton Roads between the cities of Hampton
and Newport News, but is technically within the Hampton city limits. Beginning with the earliest homes
constructed along the shoreline, and with development pushing inland through the years, the district is bounded
to the south by Hampton Roads. Its northern boundary is Kecoughtan Road, one of the earliest connective routes
between the two cities, and a developmental division since its construction. To the west it is bounded by Pear
Avenue, which has been a border between the two municipalities since 1927, and to the east by Hanover Street
and Church Creek, a natural barrier that delineates the Wythe area from other parts of Hampton. The district
generally stretches four-blocks deep, although the street and block patterns are not consistent the entire length of
the neighborhood because it is composed of several subdivisions platted at different times by various
developers.

The district is composed generally of six primary subdivisions, along with assorted informal and earlier areas of
development. The earliest planned development in the district occupies a large portion of the western edge, and
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was laid out by the Newport News, Hampton, and Old Point Development Company in 1891. In 1902, a small
area called the Newport News Riverview Development was platted just to the east and is set on the peninsula of
land between the forks of Robinson (then called Curle’s) Creek. Indian River Park was the next formal
subdivision, platted in 1916, and is located centrally in the district, on the peninsula of land bounded by the
Indian River and its offshoot. Hampton Roads Avenues occupies the majority of the eastern portion of the
district and was laid out in the 1920s. Wythe Crescent and Wythe Place were the last two formal subdivisions
platted in the 1930s, and occupy the area between Indian River Park and Robinson Creek.

Streets and blocks throughout the district are typically laid out in a gridded fashion, although in some places the
waterways interrupt this pattern, such as the Indian River Park section. Another section where a strict grid
pattern is not followed is in J.C. Robinson’s Wythe Place and Wythe Crescent subdivisions. As an area not
platted until the 1930s, these subdivisions exhibit the more curvilinear and generally irregular street pattern that
was becoming popular at that time and continued though the modern era. Street widths vary throughout the
district and even within their respective subdivisions. Streets in the Newport News at al. development are 40
feet wide and generally have curbs. Hampton Roads Avenues streets are typically 35 feet wide with curbs.
Streets in the Wythe Crescent and Wythe Place subdivisions are generally 30 feet wide and even narrower
flanking Robinson Park, although all have curbs as well. Wythe Place also has one of the two divided
boulevards in the district, consisting of two 15 feet lanes divided by a grassy median. There is also a grassy
circle in the middle of a wide intersection where this boulevard and several other roads come together. Indian
River Park’s infrastructure is by far the most embellished and complete in the district. Streets are slightly
narrower in general, at 25 feet wide, although all have curbs. The neighborhood is divided by Powhatan
Parkway, the second divided boulevard in the district. It has 15 feet lanes on each side of a landscaped median
and circles at each of the intersections. The road begins at Indian River where it crosses from its intersection
with Chesapeake Avenue over an ornamental two-lane bridge.

Pedestrian infrastructure varies throughout the district, although most areas have some form of sidewalks.
Sidewalks in the Newport News et al. and Hampton Roads Avenues areas are irregular and inconsistent along
the through streets and do not exist along the cross streets. All of Indian River Park has sidewalks, and it is also
the only section of the district illuminated by ornamental streetlights, an original component of the design. All
of Wythe Crescent and Wythe Place also have sidewalks. The Newport News Riverview Development area does
not.

Lot sizes throughout the district vary depending on location and associated subdivision. Most are typical
suburban properties and are in the 1/6- to Yz-acre size range. The lots in the two older subdivisions, the Newport
News, Hampton, and Old Point Development and Indian River Park, are slightly smaller and narrower than their
later counterparts. Ranging from 32 — 60 feet wide and 132 — 150 feet deep, these parcels are supplemented by
alleys that run down the middle of each block for access to garages. The lots in the later subdivisions such as
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Hampton Roads Avenues and J.C. Robinson’s two Wythe plats area are typically larger and wider ranging from
50 — 75 feet wide and up to 200 feet deep. These areas do not include alleyways and therefore the individual
parcels are often wide enough for a driveway. The properties along Chesapeake are the largest in the district and
range from ¥, acre up to % acre. Because these properties were developed individually and not part of a platted
subdivision, their lot dimensions vary, but are typically much deeper than their platted neighbors.

Building sizes also vary somewhat throughout the district due to the complex development pattern and the
presence of numerous building forms and styles, but all fall within the size and scale of common middle- to
upper-class suburban dwellings from their time period. Nearly all of the houses are modest, one- and two-story
homes, with only a few larger two-and-a-half and three-story homes constructed by the wealthy at the turn-of-
the-twentieth-century along Chesapeake Avenue. Despite the various styles and sizes throughout the district, the
buildings blend harmoniously due to consistent setbacks and orientation to the streets. A consistent pattern of
landscaping and tree-lined streets also helps to unify the district and lend a cohesive feel to its various
neighborhoods.

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS

While the various areas that make up the Old Wythe Historic District convey a cohesive and unified feel from
many shared characteristics; each individual subdivision still exhibits its own unique character from its relative
development trend and architectural patterns. As a whole, the district retains a diverse collection of middle and
upper-class residential architecture that represents a wide-range of typical and popular styles from the late-
nineteenth through the mid-twentieth century. The majority of historic properties in the district are single-family
homes, although a school and two churches are also within the boundaries, as are several bridges and a park. As
a suburban neighborhood, residential buildings accounts for nearly all of the development. Throughout the
twentieth century, Kecoughtan Road along the north and west boundaries evolved into a mixed
commercial/residential area and therefore properties facing the road have been excluded from the district.

The earliest building constructed in Old Wythe, is the 1849 John Simpson House at present-day 3629
Chesapeake Avenue. This Greek-Revival home was originally part of the larger Simpson plantation and later
Daniel Cummings’ Otley estate. The house is a symmetrical one-story frame building topped with a hipped roof
with a pair of interior chimneys. It presently sits on a residential lot facing Chesapeake Avenue, however its
architectural style makes it distinct from the rest of the neighborhood. The next earliest homes in the area are
the large estates constructed by several of the wealthy businessmen who invested in the land and seafood
industry in the first few decades after the Civil War. Two such homes are those constructed for J.C. Robinson,
the first in 1888, located at 1600 Chesapeake Avenue, and the second in 1900 at 1500 Chesapeake Avenue. The
other is the house constructed for Charles Hewins in 1892 at 2404 Chesapeake Avenue. Each of these homes
exhibit Victorian influences, although they are distinctly vernacular. These homes are two of the larger buildings
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in the district, and set the tone for many of the higher-style upper-class residences constructed along Chesapeake
Avenue and the shoreline streetcar line in the ensuing decades. This includes several high-style Queen Anne,
Shingle-style, and Colonial Revival residences. While there are a good number of smaller and later homes
constructed along Chesapeake Avenue after it was incorporated into planned subdivisions, the grand homes
flanking the road stand out as a reminder of the area’s pre-suburban development by the wealthy upper class.

The western portions of the district comprising the earliest planned development, and to a lesser extent, the
central and eastern portions that were slower to develop, contain a good number of assorted smaller and simpler
Victorian-influenced homes. These homes were constructed from the 1890s through the first decade of the
twentieth century and include Folk Victorians, traditional and Free-Classic Queen Annes, Shingle-style, and a
variety of other Victorian-influenced vernacular residences. These less ornate examples of Victorian-influenced
homes are still typically two-story frame buildings, feature steep roofs, and shingled gables and bay windows,
however do not include the complex rooflines, saw work, or other embellishments that those along Chesapeake
Avenue do.

Suburban development began to increase in the years just before and during World War | when dozens of
modest middle-class homes were constructed throughout the district on the lots and blocks lining the newly
platted gridded streets. Typical of the era, homes from this period consist of assorted one- and two-story
Craftsman styles and building forms including bungalows, foursquares, and early examples of eclectic and
revival styles. These buildings are both one- and two-story and are generally vernacular interpretations of these
styles. Frame construction, front porches with battered columns, shallow-pitch roofs, exposed rafter tails, and
paired windows are typical features of these buildings. These types of homes are common throughout most of
the district.

By the late 1920s and especially through the 1930s and 1940s, development was in full swing. Hundreds of
homes were constructed, filling in the majority of parcels throughout the historic district. The largest period of
construction was in the years immediately before and during the U.S.’s entry into World War II when nearly a
quarter of the district’s homes were built in a four-year span. Overall, the 1930s and 1940s were responsible for
half of the homes in the district. Buildings constructed during this time represent the typical and popular styles
of the era and reflect the modest, middle-class property owners that built most of them. The homes exhibit
various revival styles including the traditional Colonial, Dutch Colonial, Cape Cod, Tudor, and several exotic-
revivals. These homes are one- and two-story, and are a mix of frame and masonry construction. Again, these
buildings are typically vernacular interpretations of the styles and exhibit very little in the way of
embellishment. Any ornamentation is typically focused on porches and entrances. They are present throughout
the district, but in greatest numbers in the eastern portion of the district where this time-period was the height of
development.
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Minimal Traditional homes also comprise a significant portion of construction during this period, particularly
towards the latter years during the post-war housing boom. Various forms of the Minimal Traditional including
the one-story cross-gable, and the two-story side-gable with jettied second floor are present. The Minimal
Traditional continued to represent the bulk of housing construction through the post-war boom, although a few
revivals were constructed at that time as well. By the 1950s, these styles were joined by one-story ranches and
other simplistic mid-century forms that represent the typical house form in the historic district through the
1960s. These homes infilled many of the lots throughout both ends of the district, however are by far most
common in the central portions that were not subdivided until the 1930s and 1940s.

Very few homes in the district date to the 1970s and only a handful date from the 1980s through the present day.
Most of the construction since that time appears to represent building replacement and not raw construction on
vacant lots. A variety of styles are used, however most represent modern interpretations of older styles prevalent
throughout the district. Modern Colonial Revivals and Neo-Victorians are the most common followed by homes
exhibiting a blend of stylistic influences and some with no particular stylistic details.

In addition to the primary dwellings, many properties throughout the district have assorted outbuildings and
secondary resources. This includes a large number of extant original and historic outbuildings such as garages,
garage/apartment combinations, other secondary dwellings, and a variety of storage buildings, workshops, and
other domestic outbuildings. There are also a large number of nonhistoric and later outbuildings such as larger
garages, storage buildings, workshops, etc. In addition to all of these substantial outbuildings, prefabricated
sheds and other un-affixed structures are also common on many properties throughout the district.

INTEGRITY

Old Wythe retains a high level of historical integrity both as a district as a whole, as well as the individual
properties that make it up. As a whole, the district continues to exhibit the street and block patterns that were
developed organically and by planned subdivision from the late-nineteenth century through the mid-twentieth
century. Roads have not been widened or rerouted nor has any modern infrastructure interrupted these patterns.
Waterways that were dredged and incorporated into neighborhood designs have not been significantly altered,
nor have designed open spaces such as Robinson Park or the grassy strip between Chesapeake Avenue and
Hampton Roads been developed.

The historic development patterns are also retained with very little nonhistoric infill. More than 90% of the
homes in the district were constructed during the period of significance, while those that were constructed later
typically represent modern infill into the sparse and few lots that remained empty until that time. These
buildings typically do not detract from the character of the district as they were built with complementing styles
and similar size, scale, and massing. They do not confuse however, as they are typically delineated by a larger
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setback from the street than the neighboring historic construction. There has been very seldom demolition of the
historic building stock for modern construction in the district.

So do the individual buildings and properties that compose Old Wythe retain their historic design and character.
While most homes exhibit typical and expected maintenance and updating, modifications are typically
nonintrusive and do not significantly detract from historical integrity. Replacement doors and windows are the
most common alterations, followed by the addition of vinyl and aluminum siding. Small additions to the rear
and sides of homes are typical; however additions to the front of homes and enclosed porches are not common,
nor are large additions that drastically alter the scale and massing of homes. Many buildings retain original
outbuildings as well, and although newer outbuildings have been constructed behind many homes, these
additions typically do not detract from the property.
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HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY

The inventory is organized alphabetically by street then numerically by address. Contributing and
noncontributing status is based on the period of significance from 1891 to 1957, the areas of significance
including Community Planning and Development and Architecture, and the retention of historical integrity.
Several properties constructed before the period of significance are also considered contributing, not for their
earlier history, but for their later association with the suburban development of Old Wythe.

This inventory includes all primary resources; historic and nonhistoric, throughout the district. It also includes
all historic outbuildings as well as nonhistoric outbuildings that are substantial in size and scale. It does not
include the assorted small and minor secondary resources such as prefabricated or temporary sheds, or any other
minor resource not fixed to the ground that are not substantial in size or scale, and do not convey the
significance of the district.

Algonquin Road

39 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0273

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.00, Style: No Discernable Style, 1958
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Noncontributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Shed Noncontributing Total: 1

41 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0274

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.50, Style: Craftsman, 1941
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Garage Noncontributing Total: 1

43 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0275

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.50, Style: Craftsman, 1923
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 1

44 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0272

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.00, Style: Craftsman, 1920
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Shed Noncontributing Total: 1

45 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0276
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.50, Style: Craftsman, 1908
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Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1
Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 1

52 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0271
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.50, Style: Craftsman, 1916
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

53 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0277

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.00, Style: Craftsman, 1930
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Secondary Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

55 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0278

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.50, Style: Craftsman, 1936
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 1

57 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0279

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.00, Style: Colonial Revival, 1939
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 1

60 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0270

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.00, Style: Craftsman, 1923
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Storage Noncontributing Total: 1

63 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0280

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.00, Style: Craftsman, 1917
Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 1

64 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0269

Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 2.00, Style: Colonial Revival, 1947
Individual Resource Status: Garage Contributing Total: 1

Individual Resource Status: Single Dwelling Contributing Total: 1

69 Algonquin Road 114-5186-0281
Primary Resource Information: Single Dwelling, Stories 1.00, Style: Craftsman, 1920



